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DEPARTMENT  OF  EDUCATION 
34  CFR  Part  650 

National  Graduate  Feiiows  Program 

agency:  Department  of  Education. 
action:  Notice  of  proposed  rulemaking. 

summary:  The  Secretary  is  issuing 
proposed  regulations  for  the  National 
Graduate  Fellows  Program.  The  purpose 
of  these  regulations  is  to  implement  Title 
DC  Part  C  of  the  Higher  Education  Act  of 
1965,  as  amended  by  the  Education 
Amendments  of  1980.  These  regulations 
specify  how  an  individual  applies  for  a 
fellowship  and  what  conditions  must  be 
met  by  a  fellow  for  continued  eligibility. 
In  addition,  these  regulations  describe 
the  responsibilities  of  the  National 
Graduate  Fellowship  Program  Board 
(the  Fellowship  Board). 

DATES:  Interested  persons  are  invited  to 
submit  comments,  suggestions,  or 
objections  regarding  the  proposed 
relations  on  or  before  March  2, 1981. 

ADDRESSES:  Comments  should  be 
addressed  to:  Donald  N.  Bigelow,  Chief, 
Graduate  Training  Branch,  Division  of 
Training  and  Facilities,  (Room  3060, 
ROB-3],  400  Maryland  Avenue  SW., 
Washington,  D.C.  20202. 

FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  CONTACT: 
Donald  N.  Bigelow,  telephone:  (202)  245- 
2347. 

SUPPLEMENTARY  INFORMATION:  The 

National  Graduate  Fellow  Program  is  a 
new  program  authorized  under  Title  IX, 
Part  C,  of  the  Higher  Education  Act,  as 
amended.  The  statute  provides  for 
fellowships  to  be  awarded  directly  to 
students  to  study  at  the  doctoral  level  in 
selected  fields  of  the  arts,  humanities, 
and  social  sciences.  Many  of  the 
responsibilities  under  this  program 
regarding  procedures  and  criteria  for 
selection  of  fellows  and  general  policies 
for  the  program  and  are  vested  in  the 
Fellowship  Board.  The  Board  is 
composed  of  individual  representatives 
of  both  public  and  private  institutions  of 
higher  education  appointed  by  the 
President.  These  proposed  regulations 
do  not  address  matters  that  will  have  to 
be  addressed  by  the  Fellowship  Board. 

Invitation  to  Comment 

Interested  persons  are  invited  to 
submit  comments  and  recommendations 
regarding  these  proposed  regulations. 
They  are  also  invited  to  make 
suggestions  on  matters  to  be  decided  by 
the  Fellowship  Board,  including  general 
policies  for  the  program,  the  fields  in 
which  fellowships  are  to  be  awarded, 
the  number  of  fellowships  in  each 


designated  field,  and  the  criteria  for 
selection  of  fellows. 

Written  comments  and 
recommendations  may  be  sent  to  the 
address  given  at  the  beginning  of  this 
preamble.  All  comments  received  on  or 
before  the  60th  day  after  publication  of 
this  document  will  be  considered  in  the 
development  of  the  final  regulations. 

All  comments  submitted  in  response 
to  these  proposed  regulations  will  be 
available  for  public  inspection,  during 
and  after  the  comment  period,  in  Room 
3060,  ROB#3,  7th  and  D  Streets  SW., 
Washington,  D.C.  between  the  hours  of 
8:30  a.m.  and  4:00  p.m.,  Monday  through 
Friday  of  each  week,  except  Federal 
holidays. 

The  Department  particularly  requests 
comments  on  whether  the  proposed 
regulations  in  this  dociunent  would 
require  the  submission  of  information 
that  is  already  being  gathered  by  or  is 
available  for  any  other  agency  or 
authority  of  the  United  States 

Citation  of  Legal  Authority 

A  citation  of  statutory  or  other  legal 
authority  is  placed  in  parentheses  on  the 
line  following  each  substantive 
provision  of  these  regulations. 

Dated;  December  23, 1980. 

(Catalog  of  Federal  Domestic  Assistance 
number  has  not  been  assigned) 

Shirley  M.  Hufstedler, 

Secretary  of  Education. 

The  Secretary  proposes  to  amend  Part 
650  of  Title  34  of  the  Code  of  Federal 
Regulations  to  read  as  follows; 

PART  650— NATIONAL  GRADUATE 
FELLOWS  PROGRAM 

Subpart  A— General 

Sec. 

650.1  National  Graduate  Fellows  Program. 

650.2  Eligible  parties. 

650.3  Definitions. 

Subpart  B— How  Does  an  Individual  Apply 
for  a  Fellowship? 

650.10  How  to  apply  for  funds. 

Subpart  C— How  are  Fellows  Selected? 

650.20  Procediu^s  for  selection. 

650.21  Selection  criteria. 

Subpart  D— What  Conditions  Have  to  be 
Met  by  Fellows? 

650.30  Where  fellows  may  study. 

650.31  Tenure  of  fellowship. 

650.32  Fellowship  conditions. 

650.33  Interruption  of  tenure. 

650.34  Change  in  award. 

Subpart  E— What  are  the  Administrative 
Responsibilities  of  the  Institution? 

650.40  Amount  of  fellowship. 

650.41  Records  and  reports. 

Authority:  Part  C  of  Title  IX  of  the  Higher 

Education  Act  as  amended  by  Pub.  L  96-374 
(94  Stat.  1367, 1487;  20  U.S.C.  1134h-1134k]. 


Subpart  A— General 

§  650.1  National  Graduate  Fellows 
Program. 

The  Secretary  may  award  up  to  450 
competitive  fellowsUps  annually  for 
study  at  the  doctoral  level  in  selected 
fields  of  the  arts,  humanities,  and  social 
sciences. 

(20  U.S.C.  1134h(a];  H.  Conf.  Kept.  96-1337  at 
194) 

§  650.2  Eligible  parties. 

(a)  Fellowships  are  awarded  only  to 
students  of  superior  ability  selected  on 
the  basis  of  demonstrated  achievement 
and  exceptional  promise,  as  measured 
by  their  academic  record, 
recommendations  regarding  their 
qualifications,  and  other  evidence. 

(b)  At  the  time  of  application,  a 
student  may  not  have  begun  graduate 
study  in  the  field  for  which  application 
is  made  but  shall  be  eligible  to  begin 
graduate  study  not  later  than  the  next 
academic  year. 

(c)  An  eligible  student  shall  be  a 
national  of  the  United  States  or  reside  in 
the  United  States  for  other  than  a 
temporary  purpose  and  intend  to 
become  a  permeuient  resident  or  be  a 
permanent  resident  of  the  Trust 
Territory  of  the  Pacific  Islands  or  the 
Northern  Mariana  Islands. 

§  650.3  Definitions. 

The  following  definitions  apply  to  this 
Part: 

“Act”  means  the  Higher  Education 
Act  of  1965,  as  amended. 

“Fellow”  means  a  fellowship 
recipient. 

“Fellowship”  means  an  award  made 
to  a  person  for  graduate  study  under 
Title  IX-C  of  the  Act. 

“Fellowship  Board”  means  the 
National  Graduate  Fellowship  Program 
Board  composed  of  individual 
representatives  of  both  public  and 
private  institutions  of  higher  education 
appointed  by  the  President  to  establish 
general  policies  for  the  program  and 
oversee  its  operation. 

“Secretary”  means  the  Secretary  of 
Education,  or  designee. 

“Stipend”  means  the  amount  paid  to 
an  individual  awarded  a  fellowship, 
including  an  allowance  for  subsistence 
and  other  expenses  for  the  individual 
and  his  or  her  dependents,  not  to  exceed 
the  fellow’s  demonstrated  level  of  need. 
(20  U.S.C.  1134k) 

Subpart  B— How  does  an  Individual 
Apply  for  a  Fellowship? 

§  650.10  How  to  apply  for  funds. 

Students  apply  directly  to  the 
Secretary  for  a  fellowship  award  in 
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response  to  an  application  notice  and  in 
accordance  with  forms  and  instructions 
provided  by  the  Secretary. 

(20  U.S.C.  1134h) 

Subpart  C — How  are  Fellows 
Selected?. 

§  650.20  Procedures  for  selection. 

The  Board  annually  selects  fields  in 
which  fellowships  are  to  be  awarded, 
determines  the  number  of  fellowships  in 
each  field,  and  appohus  distinguished 
panels  to  select  the  fellows  in  each  field. 
(20  U.S.C.  1134i(a)(2)) 

§  650.21  Selection  criteria. 

The  Board  establishes  criteria  for 
selection  of  fellows. 

Subpart  D— What  Conditions  Have  to 
be  Met  by  Fellows? 

§  650.30  Where  fellows  may  study. 

Each  fellow  is  entitled  to  use  the 
fellowship  in  a  doctoral  program  at  any 
accredited  institution  of  higher 
education  to  which  the  recipient  applies 
and  is  accepted  for  graduate  study. 

(20  U.S.C.  1134i(c)) 

§  650.31  Tenure  of  fellowship. 

An  individual  may  receive  a 
fellowship  under  this  program  for  up  to 
48  months.  Each  award  is  for  a  period  of 
one  year  and  is  subject  to  renewal 
within  the  48  month  period. 

(20  U.S.C.  1134h(a)) 

§  650.32  Fellowship  conditions. 

In  order  to  continue  to  receive 
payments  under  a  fellowship,  a  fellow 
must: 

(a)  Maintain  satisfactory  progress  as 
determined  by  the  institution  of  higher 
education  at  which  the  fellow  is 
enrolled; 

(b)  Devote  essentially  full  time  to 
study  or  research  in  the  field  in  which 
the  fellowship  was  awarded;  and 

(c)  Not  engage  in  gainful  employment 
during  the  period  of  the  fellowship, 
except  on  a  part-time  basis  in  teaching, 
research,  or  similar  activities  approved 
by  the  Secretary. 

(20  U.S.C.  1134k(a)) 

§  650.33  Interruption  of  tenure. 

(a)  A  fellow  may  take  a  leave  of 
absence  for  a  period  of  up  to  12  months 
for  the  purpose  of  work,  travel,  or 
independent  study  away  from  the 
campus  if: 

(1)  The  leave  of  absence  is  approved 
by  the  institution  at  which  the  fellow  is 
enrolled  and  by  the  Secretary;  and 

(2)  The  work,  travel,  or  independent 
study  is  supportive  of  the  fellow’s 
academic  program. 


(b)  The  Secretary  makes  no  payemnts 
to  the  fellow  or  the  institution  during 
this  period. 

(20  U.S.C.  1134h(b)) 

§  650.34  Change  in  award. 

After  an  award  is  made,  any  change 
in  the  field  of  study  or  institution 
requires  prior  approval  by  the  Secretary. 

(20  U.S.C.  1134h) 

Subpart  E— What  are  the 
Administrative  Responsibilities  of  the 
Institution? 

§  650.-40  Amount  of  fellowship. 

(a)  The  Secretary  establishes  a 
maximum  stipend  level,  institutional 
allowance,  and  payment  procedures. 

(b)  The  amount  of  the  fellowship  will 
be  determined  according  to  the  fellow’s 
demonstrated  financial  need.  With  the 
advice  of  the  Board,  the  Secretary 
develops  and  publishes  appropriate 
measures  and  procedures  to  determine 
Hnancitl  need. 

(20  U.S.C.  Il34j(b))  . 

§  650.41  Records  and  reports. 

(a)  Each  individual  who  is  awarded  a 
fellowship  shall  keep  such  records  and 
submit  such  reports  as  are  required  by 
the  Secretary. 

(b)  Such  reports  shall  include  a 
certiHcation  from  an  appropriate  official 
at  the  institution  of  higher  education, 
library,  archive,  or  other  research  center 
approved  by  the  Secretary,  stating  that 
the  fellow  is  making  satisfactory 
progress  in  and  is  devoting  essentially 
full  time  to  the  program  for  which  the 
fellowship  was  awarded. 

(c)  Such  certification  from  the 
institution  of  higher  education  must 
indicate  that  the  fellow  is  not  engaging 
in  gainful  employment  other  than  part- 
time  employment  (approved  by  the 
institution)  in  teaching,  research,  or 
similar  activities. 

(20  U.S.C.  1134k(b)) 
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